
    As the only American producer of this European confec-
tionery process for nearly 20 years, Duke was gradually able 
to expand her business regionally and then nationally. In 
2002, she opened a retail store, Chocolat, taking advantage or 
the tourists coming through Fredericksburg and increased 
interest in fine chocolates. 
   This month, the company teamed up with the Virginia 
Wine Board to showcase that state’s fine wines in barrel-
shaped chocolates containing wine from six different vine-
yards and wineries that represent six Virginia wine regions. 
      Most importantly, Lecia remains enthralled by the oppor-
tunity to preserve a European tradition in a most American 
way. 


